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Honouring the Legends of India

The Bharat Ratna 2024
honours five notable indi-
viduals while remember-
ing India’s rich history of
leadership and service.
India’s highest civilian award,
Bharatratna, is bestowed upon
remarkable people who have
rendered significant national
service. Furthermore, this es-
teemed honour has lately been
given to 48 individuals but this
year marks th e first time in the
previous 70 years that five rev-
olutionaries have received this
recognition.

The announcement was made on
January 26, 2024, in honour of
India’s Republic Day. Karpoori
Thakur, Pamulaparthi Venkata
(P. V.) Narasimha Rao, Man-
kombu Sambasivan (MS) Swa-
minathan, Lal Krishna Advani,
and Chaudhary Charan Singh are
the recipients of the Bharat Ratna
2024 award.

As of 2024, 53 people had re-
ceived the Bharat Ratna, includ-
ing the 18 notables who received
the distinction posthumously. In
2024, five individuals receive
nominations, defying the regu-
lation that only three recipients
may be honoured for extraor-
dinary service. In 1999, this es-
teemed award was first granted
to four individuals in recognition
of their exceptional accomplish-

"Once you know what
you are doing is good
that's enough, you have
| nothing more to do."

ment.

The recipients of this medal
have not only demonstrated un-
wavering courage and devotion
to their country, but have also
made significant contributions

to their local communities. The
first is Karpoori Thakur, popular-
ly known as “Jan Nayak,” who
served as Bihar’s chief minister
twice and is slated to be hon-
oured with a posthumous medal
in recognition of his outstanding
public service. He advocated for
social justice, inclusive growth
and development, and the rights
of marginalized communities. In
1978, he instituted a radical poli-
cy of reservation, allocating 26%
of the population for women’s
particular quotas, OBCs (other
backward classes), and EBCs

(economic backward classes)
among the upper castes. During
his second tenure (1977-1979),
he effectively put the Mungeri
Lal Commission’s recommenda-
tions into practice.

The “Father of India’s Green
Revolution,” Mankombu Sam-
basivan (MS) Swaminathan,
will also receive the esteemed
Bharatratna retrospectively in
recognition of his outstanding
contribution to the development
and growth of the country. He
contributed to the nation’s mod-
ernization and increased agricul-
tural productivity, which allowed
it to achieve self-sufficiency.
He and Norman Borlaug creat-
ed high-yielding rice and wheat
varieties in the 1960s and 1970s
that completely changed agri-

On this particular day,
"Lord Ram returned to
Ayodhya after 14 years,
2¥ post - conquest of Ravan"
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The internet changed
when search engines

usage rose.

culture in India. He also served
as the National Commission of
Farmers’ supervisor and promot-
ed equitable prices for agricultur-
al goods and sustainable farming
methods. For his services to the
agriculture industry, Swamina-
than has already received multi-
ple honours, such as the Padma
Shri, Padma Bhushan, and Pad-
ma Vibhushan awards.
Pamulaparthi Venkata (P. V.)
Narasimha Rao was India’s
prime minister for nineteen
years, from 1991 to 1996. A
posthumous award will be given
to him in honour of his outstand-
ing contribution to strengthening
India’s foreign policy. Under his
leadership, India’s ties to the US
and Israel were strengthened.
He warned that India would not
allow its nuclear aim to be com-
promised, nor would it forfeit its
independence and dignity. India
was able to open its economy to
globalization, privatization, and
partial liberalization because to
Rao’s embrace of the LPG mod-
el. He also made history by en-
acting the 73rd and 74th consti-
tutional amendment acts, which
mandated that women hold one-
third of the seats in urban local
councils and Panchayati Raj.

Lal Krishna Advani served as
India’s seventh deputy prime
minister from 2002 to 2004 and

is a co-founder of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). He is a man
well known for his skill, mor-
als, intelligence, and vision for
a prosperous India. He worked
as a union cabinet minister in
the home affairs, pensions, coal
and mines, personnel, and public
grievances departments. For the
longest duration, he has led the
opposition in the Lok Sabha. He
had already received the Padma
Vibhushan for extraordinary ser-
vice.

Chaudhary Charan Singh,
an Indian politician and former
independence fighter, served as
both Uttar Pradesh’s chief min-
ister and as the country’s sixth
prime minister. A posthumous
award will be given to him in
honour of his services to India’s
progress and advancement. He
abolished the zamindari sys-
tem in 1952 while he was Uttar
Pradesh’s minister of agriculture.
He battled to protect the rights
and interests of peasants and to
improve their condition. Singh’s
participation in the nonviolent
resistance movement against the
British led to his frequent incar-
ceration.

MRUNALI ERANDE
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Geographically,
Ayurveda has spread
throughout its Indian
origins and taken root
globally.

A.L. IN INDIAN FARMING

Attificial Intelligence (Al),
means development of ma-
chine, where a machine
can have an intelligence as
human being. Today, Al is
being used across different
industries. Al technologies,
including machine learning,
data analytics, and robotics,
are being increasingly uti-
lized across various phases
of Indian agriculture, offer-
ing customized solution as
per the local needs.The entry
of Al into Indian Farming
has a significant ability to
develop agricultural sector
and confront various prob-
lems faced by the farmers.
The different areas where Al
can make an impact on Indi-
an Agriculture are, disease
detection of crops, weather
forecasting, crop monitor-
ing, automation of farming
equipment, analyzing mar-
ket trends, demand, prices
which will provide valuable
information to the farmers
etc. Al offers innovative
solutions to the deep-rooted
challenges and paving the
way for sustainable and effi-
cient farming practices.
Precision farming, is one of
the important applications
of Al in agriculture, which
involves the analysis of di-
verse datasets, including soil
health, weather conditions,
and crop growth patterns.
The data driven algorithms
process of Al, offers sug-
gestions and guidance on
irrigation, fertilization, pest
control and improve crops

yields.

Al-powered  drones are
equipped with cameras and
sensors, these drones cap-
ture high-resolution images
of agricultural fields. These
images are analysed to
monitor crop health, detect
diseases,and identify pest
infestations. This real-time
monitoring allows for ear-
ly intervention, minimizing
crop losses and optimizing
the use of inputs such as pes-
ticides and fertilizers.
Automation of farming
equipment’s, tractors and ro-
botics systems driven by Al
is a boon to Agricultural sec-
tor. Al driven fintech solu-
tions facilitates the farmer
to get credits, insurance and
financial services, helping
them to plan their investment
strategically and reduce and
manage risk efficiently. Al
enables market analysis
helps farmers with insights
on optimal times and places
for selling their crops.

As technology advances,
these applications are likely
to expand, further transform-
ing the Agricultural sectors
to the next level. Govern-
ment support, private sector
initiatives, and awareness
campaigns are essential for
ensuring the successful in-
tegration of Al into Indian
agriculture, to bring about
sustainability, and improve
efficiency in Indian Farm-
ing.

ASST. PROF. UMA IYER

"Three Generations with One Mission'

In this interview with
team RTA, Dr Mahesh Be-
dekar shares his journey
from being a doctor to a

philanthropist, helping

people selflessly and pos-

ing as a saviour for the
environment.

Being a member of a multigeneration-
al medical family, how do you view the
advancement of medical knowledge
and training throughout time?

Seventy-five years back, in the early days of Thane when it
was just a quaint town, my grandfather embarked on a mis-

sion to establish a healthcare clinic. Across three generations,
our journey in the realm of healthcare has been a witness to
profound societal changes and shifts in medical practices.
Back in the day, people would turn to doctors not only for
their health concerns but also for personal issues, viewing
them as reliable experts capable of making impartial deci-
sions.

However, as time has marched on, we’ve noticed a noticeable
decline in the trust and connection shared between patients
and doctors. Despite facing these challenges, the enduring
bond between doctors and patients, along with the resilience
of the Indian healthcare system, stands out and holds strong
in comparison to healthcare systems in other parts of the
world.

How do you think your family’s history
in the medical and educational fields
has influenced the way you approach
your work and education?

Inheriting my family’s profession brought challenges, but my
genuine passion and commitment guided my journey. Despite
the escalating costs of education due to economic progress,
accessibility remains crucial. The impact of social media and
technology on student-teacher dynamics underscores the
need for an active connection. Both educators and students
share the responsibility of maintaining this relationship, with
students valuing their teachers’ advice and experience. Rec-
ognizing the evolving nature of this dynamic emphasizes the
importance of active engagement and mutual respect in the
educational journey.

Having participated in football and
marathons, what positive effects do
you think sports have on people’s gen-
eral health, particularly for women
and kids?

Although T wasn’t keen on sports during school

and college, my interest blossomed about a decade
ago, peaking in my forties. Today’s students show a
heightened awareness of athletics. I’ve learned that
being a sports enthusiast aligns with a healthier life-
style, emphasizing the importance of balanced nu-
trition over fast food. Simple diets of the past likely
contributed to fewer illnesses. I advocate for a ba-
sic diet and daily, manageable activities to promote
well-being. It’s a more human-centred approach to
staying healthy in today’s fast-paced world.

Considering your prominent engage-
ment in sports, could you share some
of your memorable experiences?

Embarking on a journey to prioritize my health, the realm
of sports felt alien initially. Despite previous gym visits, I
grasped the significance of physical activity. Initially unable
to run even 5 km, persistent efforts transformed me into a
marathon runner, conquering 42 km. Engaging in interna-
tional marathons in Boston, New York, London, Tokyo, and
New York became milestones, shaping my discipline and ca-
reer positively. Now, fitness holds paramount importance in
my life, yielding exceptional results in both personal well-be-
ing and professional endeavours.

Could you provide us with further
information regarding the noise pol-
lution petition you started? What
spurred you on to act in this regard?

The marriage hall near our hospital highlighted the issue of
noise pollution, affecting patients for over a year. Instead of
solely addressing the hall, I pursued legal action to enforce
noise pollution regulations, leading to their implementation
across Maharashtra and defining silence zones. Additional
petitions covered road closures due to religious events, the
Hawking Policy, and introducing a “none of the above” op-
tion in corporate elections. One petition notably preserved a

portion of Gaon Devi Maidan. The collective efforts aimed
not only at immediate concernsbut also at broader societal
issues, contributing to positive changes in legislation and
practices.

Why is it vital, in your opinion, to pro-
mote and represent our traditional
sports at the national level?

Elevating traditional sports to the national stage is vital,
embodying the “Local se Vocal” spirit championed by our
Prime Minister. Kabaddi’s popularity, fostered by influential
figures, highlights the potential for these endeavours. Shift-
ing focus from Western sports to embrace heritage activities
like “MALLAKHAMBA” can offer cost-effective, charac-
ter-building opportunities. These indigenous sports, rich in
discipline and sportsmanship, deserve greater representation
and tailored training for national recognition. While chal-
lenges may arise, perseverance is non-negotiable in this jour-
ney to preserve cultural legacies and foster comprehensive
citizen development.

What do you think about how India’s
image has changed over the past few
decades in this world?

Our previous portrayal created a negative image of India, but
our true essence is remarkable. The challenge lay in a lack
of confidence to showcase our strengths. Everyone needs to
recognize their worth. While marketing campaigns have a
temporary impact, our real strength lies in our mindset. The
recent positive shift in India's reputation is promising, and
the upcoming years are pivotal. Overcoming challenges is
crucial for progress, and our confidence will shape a brighter
future.
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Dr. Vijay Bedekar in an
engaging and informative
interview on tradition,
modernity and culture.

How do you conceptualize Bharat? What
comes to mind when we indicate Bharat
Gatha?

Some of the earliest civilizations in the world may be found in
India. Furthermore, when we discuss civilization, we’re dis-
cussing culture, which encompasses all of the things that define
who we are, such as our linguistic and social ties as well as our
customs, way of life, and values.

How does contemporary medicine dif-
fer from conventional medicine?

Knowledge is a living, evolving body. That’s not how you
can tell it apart. Our database is always expanding, always re-
ceiving new entries, and it is difficult to distinguish between
it all and I don’t know what will happen in 100 years as a
result. That being said, everything we do right now matters
but that does not imply that knowledge of the past is always
beneficial or harmful. We have to follow through on it. In the
same manner that knowledge is ever-expanding, the histo-
ry of medicine has changed over time. The fact that humans
frequently innovate new things using old knowledge is what
unites them.

Thus, we may conclude that people to-
day have a greater inclination toward
Western culture than toward our own
due to the evolution of globalization.
How do you feel about that?
You should act in a way that benefits you, your family, and so-
ciety as a whole. The very term “globalization” suggests the dis-
solution of national borders. Everything that occurs in a matter
of seconds is broadcast to every location on Earth. Thus, we no
longer only take geography into account. Continue to do actions
that will help you, your loved ones, and society as a whole. And
it can vary from individual to person as well as country to coun-
try.

What does the ideal Bharat look like in
your mind?

Thoughts may differ, building a character is essential. By charac-
ter, [ don’t mean certain stereotypical traits, but rather whether or
not you are sincere and committed to your work and
yourself. Are you contributing to our community

and looking after your family? If that’s what

you do, that’s sufficient. You just need to

focus on taking care of yourself and not

putting too much strain on others.

Once you
know what you

not limitless. Humans will always be required, despite the fact
that this has been discussed extensively for a very long time.
Consequently, when it comes to ethics, Al and other machines
ultimately belong to humans, not robots. You have the freedom
and right to utilize machines however you see fit. If you
want something to endure longer, you have to
give it your whole attention. So everything
depends on our own creativity, commit-
ment, and social mores. If we take the
necessary care of them, they live; if

not, they vanish.

are doing 1s good,

Al is permeating ev-

ery aspect of life, even
Indian music. It used

to only be utilized in
music tracks, but these
days it may also be heard

in vocals. So, in your opin-
ion, is it ethical? Is Al re-
placing artists and the arts?
Artificial intelligence is neither a good nor a bad

thing. If it aligns with our tastes, we accept it; if not, we reject
it. No matter how advanced Al or machine technology becomes,

humans will always be needed to fully replace them because we
invented every machine. Contrary to individuals, machines are

that’s

enough, you
have nothing more to
do” says Dr. Vijay
Bedekar

Being the director of
several education-

al research institu-

tiOIlS, you serve as an
inspiration to many,

but who else in history

has influenced you?

I think the parents are the first people that
inspire their children. As we get older, we
look to a variety of people for inspiration. In the
modern environment, it is hard to identify just one source of
inspiration so we must take favorable traits from every person-
ality. Our prior experiences were limited to our home, school,
city, and family. That being said, we are now exposed to a wide

variety of things because of globalization. As such, it is our duty
to collect moral precepts from wherever we can. We have to
exercise judgment

Your inspiration led to the founding of
Oriental Studies in Thane, and Mum-
bai does not now have another Orien-
tal Studies institution. What are your
thoughts regarding this organization’s
journey? Do you believe that our theme,
“Bharatgatha: Ancient to Modern India,”
perfectly embodies the field of Oriental
Studies?

The study of our country’s culture is known as Prachya Vidya,
or Oriental Studies, yet Western academics have been studying
it for decades. People are drawn to study our ancient treasures
because they are timeless and relevant, like as yoga and Panini’s
grammar. We try to comprehend ideas from other countries,

which have their own histories and legal systems, and which are
N I frequently the subject of modern study. Since humans are natu-
rally curious creatures, it is only natural for us to want to learn
about things that existed a very long time ago. Oriental Studies
is a long-term project that draws individuals and information
seekers. Given that it talks about our past civilizations and their
significance in the modern period, it speaks to our concept of
“Bharat Gatha.”

What guidance would you give children
today, who face constant competition
and struggles, on maintaining a good
outlook?
Be truthful with yourself. I cannot give you a single instruction
like “do this and that.” Tell the truth about yourself and the ca-
reer you choose. When we genuinely believe it, we continue to
be loyal to our society. Don’t ever deceive yourself. Be morally
upright. Attend to your own needs. If you shape yourself with
boundaries and moral values, then no amount of influence in the
world can stop you from becoming your ideal self.
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& VISIONARY LIKE NEVER BEFORE, NEVER AGAIN

Sir Yashwant kunte,
a writer, an aca-
demic and a man
whose heart is set
in Maratha em-
pire has written
and published con-
tent regarding the
Maratha  empire
through his life’s
course.

What was the integral motive
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
behind accelerating the work
of building a Navy?

The history of Navy in Indian sub-continent dates
back to the reign of emperor Chandragupta Mau-
rya, Shivaji Maharaj was true trailblazer in recog-
nizing the importance of Navy and establishing
it. Although effective, the Navy that the rulers
preceding Shivaji Maharaj had established expe-
rienced difficulties because of its weakness, which
the people had to deal with as a result. Shivaji
Maharaj was also a visionary who saw the need to

fortify the artillery near the coast due to the grow-
ing threats coming from the sea and their possible
effects.

Were there any significant naval
battles led by Chhatrapati Shiva-
ji Maharaj?

During the significant naval expeditions from 1656
to 1679, a notable conflict unfolded, specifically
in 1656 when Shivaji Maharaj launched an attack
on Dabhol. Although this battle remained predomi-

nantly inconclusive, another one occurred in 1657
where the Maharajas launched a decisive assault
on the Rajpuri port which is close to the Janjira
castle of the Siddi. Notably, in the same year, the
Maharajas accomplished a momentous victory by
conquering Kalyan and Bhivandi simultaneously.
This triumph was pivotal because it changed the
balance of maritime power in the area by ena-
bling the Maratha navy to build a foothold on the
stronghold of Durgadi.

Did the coastal people feel fear
when Shivaji Maharaj estab-
lished the Navy?

When the construction of Sindhudurg fort com-
menced, the people residing there were not pre-
pared to leave for worship. This was because the
area was safe as long as the Maratha army was
positioned close by. But when the Maratha army
departs from here, Siddi will come back again and
started harassing the locals. Nevertheless, Shivaji
Maharaj has given them reassurance that as long
as the boundaries of the kingdom are intact, their
last-to-last homes will also remain safe.

How many people did Shivaji
Maharaj build the Maratha Navy
with?

In the battles fought by the Marathas under the
leadership of the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

on the naval front, there were many
individuals. Soldiers fighting on
the land were called ‘Mavale,’
while those stationed in Kon-
kan and prepared for maritime
battles were known as ‘Hetka-
ri.” Despite the atrocities they
faced, they were not swayed by
any political power. However,
Daulat Khan, Siddi Mynak, and
others like them, adept in maritime
warfare, were taken by Shivaji Maha-

raj into the Naudal. Kanhoji Angre was a prom-
inent figure in the Maratha military of the 16th
century, so skilled in naval warfare that he was
referred to as the second Shivaji in the Naudal’s
battlefield.

In the Maratha navy, how many
positions and which posts were
there?

In the Maratha navy, promotions were granted
at various levels. Similar to how the chief of the
army was titled ‘Sarkhel’ for regional governance,
the coastal regions were also divided for naval ad-
ministration, referred to as ‘Subha.’ In the Maratha
navy, there were 5 ‘Gurabas’ (small boats) and 15
‘Galbats’ (large boats), and individuals like ‘Di-
wan,” ‘Phadnis,” ‘Karakhani’ were given the title
‘Sarasubha’ for their protection. Additionally, the

captain of the ship was called ‘Narkhel,’
the admiral ‘Sarang,” the commodore
‘Malim,” and the chief boatswain
‘Nakhwa.’

What were the Kkey
strategies of Maratha
Navy employed by
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Mharaj?

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s naval strate-
gies extended beyond aggressive land invasions.
Just as the Maharaja swiftly moved from one for-
eign land to another on horseback in the Sahyadri
mountain ranges, they applied a similar dynamic
strategy to navigate from one port to another using
their anchored fleet. This not only avoided direct
confrontation with the enemy but also made the
adversary unpredictable. This maritime manoeu-
vring, termed as ‘Ganimi Kava,” wasn’t just about
territorial gains but extending the flag of their
‘Swarajya’ even over the seas.

Team
*TA 2023-2024

Image source : Team BTA, INTERNET

DR. V. N. BEDEKAR MEMORIAL LECTURES
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classical and medieval literature.

The 38th V.N.Bedekar Memorial Lecture was delivered
by the renowned Orientalist Researcher Dr. Shrikant Ba-
hulkar on Wednesday, 29th November, 2023 in Panini
Auditorium. He was awarded with the Bhasha Samman
Award of the Sahitya Akademi of Delhi for research in

o &

civilian award in India.

Dr. Tatyarao Pundalikrao Lahane

Image source : Internet

The 39th V.N.Bedekar Memorial Lecture was conducted
on 30th November,2023 in the Panini Auditorium . The
Guest Speaker in this lecture was Dr. Tatyarao Punda-
likrao Lahane who is a surgeon and opthalmologist. He
was awarded Padma Shri award in 2008, the 4th highest

issues .
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The 40th V.N.Bedekar Memorial Lecture was delivered
by the popular Author Dr . Ravindra Shobhane on 1st
December,2023 in the Panini Auditorium . The Guest
Speaker gave a lecture on today’s students and social

Image source : Team BTA

The 41st V.N.Bedekar Memorial Lecture was conducted
on 2nd December, 2023 in the Panini Auditorium . Guest
Speaker Dr. Girish Prabhune who is a social worker and
social activist delivered a lecture on the ancient Indian

civilization and the nomadic community. He was con-

ferred the Padma Shri in 2021 in Social Work category.



QI HE UNIVERSAL TRUTH
20232024

The joint family structure,
which combines several
generations  living under

The shift from joint to nuclear families in India
balances tradition with modern demands.

BHARAT GATHA

Housing a Modern Reality

of whether joint families, with
their inherent support systems,
still have a role to play in con-

one roof while upholding
traditional values and a patriar-
chal mindset, has long been the
foundation of the Indian tradi-
tional family. The core of Indi-
an culture is a dedication to to-
getherness, family ties, and the |
values of loyalty, integrity, and |
unity. It is deeply interwoven
with our rich cultural heritage.
As India’s industrialization and
urbanization processes con-
tinued, the number of nuclear

temporary society.

The nuclear family satisfies the
needs of a fast-paced society, but
it’s important to acknowledge the
long-term advantages of the joint
family structure. A combined fam-
ily environment otffers financial,
“| emotional, and mental support
that is extremely beneficial to the
growth and well-being of all fam-
ily members, but especially of the
children.

In conclusion, the changing make-

families expanded dramatical-

ly, displacing the joint family structure. Numerous
causes contributed to this shift, such as the impact
of Western conceptions of equality and liberty as
well as the actual challenges associated with hous-
ing shortages in urban areas.

One of the main causes of the changing environ-
ment is the increasing number of women joining
the workforce. As nuclear families increase in
number, it is becoming extensively necessary for
both parents to work onsite. This shift necessitates
a more flexible family structure, with grandparents
often stepping in to care for their grandchildren

cumstances.

while their parents are at work. This trend shows
how adaptable Indian families are to changing cir-

Even with the growing number of nuclear families, it
is still customary to organize parties and gatherings
at the patriarchal home. The tension between the cul-
tural value of mixed family get-togethers and the cur-
rent demands that demand nuclear households under-
score the complexity of evolving family dynamics.

The challenges faced by working parents, particu-
larly women, emphasise the potential drawbacks of
the nuclear family system. Juggling work obligations
and childcare can be demanding, raising the question

up of Indian families shows a
careful balancing act between the longevity of joint
family values and nuclear families’ ability to adapt to
modern challenges. The choice between the two-fam-
ily structures depends on the particulars of each sit-
uation, as each provides benefits of its own. A rich
tapestry of cultures, social networks, and personal
development is ensured for future generations when
nuclear and blended family arrangements coexist.

BHUMIKA SAWANT
FY BAMMC
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LEGACY OF MANUSCRIPT

Since the past is always the source of solutions for the present, it is up to people
to protect and conserve the legacy.

We have witnessed enormous expansion in recent decades in the history and
development of Indian civilization. Everything about the populace has improved,
including their way of life, culture, and line of work. The contemporary man
has a distinct way of thinking and can access a
multitude of options with only one screen swipe.
Mankind invented numerous new things to im-
prove the comfort and convenience of his life
as scientific research and technology devel-
oped. Despite the advancements in technology,
manuscripts remained the traditional means of
communication and knowledge exchange. Part
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standing how the country’s culture has evolved
over time is found in its ancient manuscripts.
Ancient manuscripts were more than just hand-
written pieces of literature that were handed down through the ages; they were a
vital and sentimental part of India’s ancient knowledge and legacy that endures to
this day. Historical documents, lithographs, and printed volumes were all present
in addition to the manuscripts, but they were different from the manuscripts.
The notion of “Bharatgatha” as a whole beautifully captures India’s decades-long
journey of embracing digital communication while continuing to preserve and
value the old manuscripts. The Government of India launched a program in 2004
to digitize manuscripts in order to safeguard and preserve them and make them
more easily accessible to the public. This project, known as the “Pilot Project
of Digitization,” was successfully completed in 2006 with the digitalization of
numerous manuscripts from all around the Indian subcontinent.

Ancient Indian scholars recorded their priceless life lessons and experiences in
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manuscripts that were written on perishable materials like cloth, leaves, wooden
barks, etc. Therefore, it becomes crucial to protect these priceless artifacts from
ancient India for the benefit of Indian scholars and researchers in the present day.
Even though digital communication is a thing of the modern day,
it took many years of invention and experimentation to get to
| this point.

| The sophisticated brains of today can truly benefit from studying
old writings. We still need to maintain a connection to the ancient
| world even though we have easy access to the outside world. The
late 1970s saw the beginning of the digital communication boom,
which later picked up speed as new communication channels
g—iﬁm"’“’"“ 4| were developed and globalization occurred.

<emRz e  1t’s amazing how, in the past, information was passed down to

—y future generations through perishable objects, and how, in the
present, the younger generations are theoretically brighter than
the older ones. The marvel of evolution is that the world and its communication
systems have evolved to such an extent that there are very few parallels to the
antiquated ways of doing things.

The entire development of communication from ancient manuscripts to digital
communication clearly shows that heritage, cultural practices, and traditions are
important in their own right, whether it is through ancient knowledge-sharing
methods or modern digital methods.

MRUNALI ERANDE
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Reunion of Raghukul

About 131 years ago, Bharat united under the great Lokmanya Tilak to cel-
ebrate the first Ganesh Chaturthi, fighting against British mental slavery, and
express opposition to colonization. At that point, people began tearing down
civic barriers based on caste, race, religion, and creed in an attempt to show
their power against shared colonial control. There are similarities between that

stayed closed up until this moment.
Safron flags were observed hanging from street lamps, autos, and local establish-
ments a week before the festivities began. It felt like someone was celebrating a
feast. On social media, thought leaders and celebrities from all over the world—
both within and outside of the religion—shared the popular #ayodhyamandir.

time period and the current one, when after
years of internal strife, people came together
to support Lord Ram’s pompous return to his
native kingdom. A billion people felt that a
politically and emotionally convoluted past
had been resolved in their hearts, and the rest ,i
of the world connected, generations coming v"
together in expectation of this moment. ? 3
Prime Minister Narendra Modi blessed the
Ram Lalla Ayodhya Temple on January 22,

Consumer material about Ayodhya became the buzz of the
town as the topic began to trend nationally. People were
crying as they went by on the streets, and some of them had
heard stories from generations before about ancestors who
had sacrificed their lives to witness this day. Some were

overcome by the occasion because of their trust in God.
B N Both residential neighbourhoods along with certain corpo-
w4 rate entities planned celebrations for the occasion. There
i were events arranged for a multitude of audience, from
grand get-togethers to reunions and Poojas.

2024, in front of an intimate audience. The :
nation was overcome with a saffron-hued pleasure both before and after the day.
Prime Minister Modi stressed in his speech the historical significance of Diwali,
saying that it is a one-day festival that ought to be observed by all. On this
particular day, “Lord Ram returned to Ayodhya after 14 years, post-conquest
of Ravan.” It was mandatory for government offices and educational establish-
ments to observe a national holiday. People had been glued to their TV screens
since the early hours of the morning, waiting for the 84-second clock to strike
12.29 so they might catch a glimpse of the idol of Ram Lalla, whose eyes had

The Charm of Ayur

The history of Ayurveda is one of relevance and adaptability whose relevance
still stands firm in contemporary culture.

In the tapestry of India’s rich history, the thread of traditional medicine, Ayurve-
da, has persisted through the ages. The enduring nature of Ayurveda lies in its
time-tested principles that align with the natural order. Its personalized approach,
considering individual constitutions (doshas), resonates with the need for holis-
tic health in a world saturated with quick fixes. In the contemporary context,
Ayurveda has transcended geographical boundaries. From wellness enthu-
siasts to individuals seeking alternatives to conventional medicine, a di-
verse range of people now embraces Ayurveda.

The transformation of Ayurveda occurred gradually over centuries, with
its resurgence gaining momentum in the latter part of the 20th century,
fueled by renewed interest in holistic well- being and sustainable living.
Ayurveda finds its relevance not just in traditional wellness centers in
India but also in mainstream healthcare globally. Its principles are reflect-
ed into spa treatments, eating regimens, and lifestyle recommendations
worldwide.

The capacity of Ayurveda to mesh with contemporary lifestyles is what
makes it so adaptable. Customized dietary plans, yoga practices, and mindful-
ness techniques tailored to contemporary challenges make Ayurveda accessible
and effective.

On this day, mandapas adorned with idols of Shree Ram
were placed up on every other street, along with the installation of small Lord
Ram temples around the nation. India was coming together for the first time in
75 years. It is truly something that has never happened before in Earth’s history.

DEVANG ASNIKAR
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Ayurveda entail the holistic
well-being has its roots in
Emphasizing  natural
habits, it unifies the
and spirit. By em-
ther-

remedies and lifestyle
harmony of mind, body,
phasizing prevention over
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Pushing Boundaries and

Redefining Storytelling

An ever-evolving industry embracing

the rich culture and innovative ap-

proach that paves the name of Bolly-
wood for international recognition.

India’s colourful and energetic film in-
dustry, has changed dramatically over the
years, moving from silent pictures to the
cutting edge of contemporary filmmak-
ing. This voyage takes into account both
the evolving preferences and needs of a
broad and international audience, in addi-
tion to technological developments.

The origins of Indian cinema can be
found in the early 20th century silent film
era. Dadasaheb Phalke and other pioneer-
ing filmmakers established the ground-
work with films like Raja Harishchandra.
To effectively portray emotions, these
silent movies mostly depended on com-
pelling narratives, expressive acting, and
live musical accompaniments.

The advent of sound in the early 1930s
revolutionized the cinematic landscape,
and Bollywood quickly adapted to this
transformative technology. Films like
“Alam Ara” (1931) marked the beginning
of the sound era in Indian cinema. The in-
clusion of synchronized sound not only
enhanced storytelling but also opened up
new possibilities for music and song se-
quences, becoming integral components
of Indian films.

The golden age of Bollywood biggest
part of Indian film industry, in the 1950s
and 1960s witnessed the emergence of
legendary directors like Raj Kapoor and
Bimal Roy, who masterfully fusing mu-
sic into their narratives. Iconic playback
singers such as Lata Mangeshkar and
Kishore Kumar became synonymous
with the industry, contributing to the cre-
ation of timeless melodies that still reso-
nate today.

The turn of the millennium brought a
seismic shift with the adoption of digital
technology. Filmmakers from Bollywood
embraced digital cameras, special effects,
and computer-generated imagery (CGI),
enabling them to create visually stunning
spectacles. Blockbusters like ‘Koi... Mil
Gaya’ (2003) and ‘Ra One’ (2011) show-
cased the industry’s willingness to push

of technological innovation in filmmak-
ing, exemplified by recent blockbusters
like the daring ‘Animal’ (2023), rak-
ing in over 500 crore at the box office,
and the highly anticipated VFX-laden
‘Bramhastra’ (2022). High-definition
visuals, immersive sound design, and
cutting-edge post-production techniques
are now industry standards. Moreover,
filmmakers are delving into virtual re-
ality (VR) and augmented reality (AR),
crafting immersive narratives that tran-
scend traditional storytelling bounda-
ries. This commitment to pushing the
limits of technology not only enhances
the cinematic experience but also sets
new benchmarks for the global film in-
dustry to follow, cementing Bollywood’s
position as a trailblazer in the realm of]
visual storytelling.

South Indian cinema, particularly in in-
dustries like Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam,
and Kannada, has been making signif-
icant strides, much like Bollywood.
South Indian cinema has seen a surge
in popularity with the release of block-
buster films like “KGE,” “Bahubali,”
“RRR,” “Pushpa,” and many others.
These movies have not only broken re-
gional barriers but have also garnered
widespread acclaim nationally and in-
ternationally, showcasing the industry’s
potential to produce globally appealing
content. These industries are also pro-
ducing high-quality films with compel-
ling storytelling, advanced technology,
Indian films development from silent
films to contemporary technologies is
evidence of its flexibility and tenacity.
In addition to embracing technology, the
cinema industry has made great use of|
it to further storytelling, connect with
viewers throughout the world, and up-
hold its reputation as one of the most
powerful in the world. As Bollywood
continues to evolve, it remains a fasci-
nating journey that intertwines the rich
history of Indian cinema with the limit-

boundaries Bollywood films gained even
more visual appeal, which came about as
a result of technological advancements.
The industry kept developing, experi-
menting with different story formats and
exploring a wide range of genres.

The 21st century also saw Bollywood be-
come more globally recognized and over-
seas collaborations grow in popularity.
International markets started to embrace
Indian cinema as filmmakers began tack-
ling issues that spoke to a global audi-
ence. Bollywood’s cinematic quality was
raised to a new level with the utilization
of cutting-edge post-production tech-
niques and partnerships with Hollywood
studios.

Today, Bollywood stands as a beacon

Medicine

approach to health and
ancient Indian wisdom.

less possibilities of modern technology.
Moreover, the integration of social me-
dia, streaming platforms, and virtual
reality experiences has enabled Films to
engage with fans on a deeper level and
expand its reach beyond geographical
boundaries. As the journey of Indian cin-
ema continues to unfold, it remains an
inspiring testament to the transformative
power of technology when coupled with
the enduring spirit of creativity and sto-
rytelling.
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of all ages by boosting general vitality and controlling chronic diseases. As for

‘when,” Ayurveda transcends time, having stood the test for centuries. Its tenets
have evolved, adapting to contemporary challenges remaining faithful to its

fundamental philosophy.

Geographically, Ayurveda has spread throughout its Indian origins and taken

just apy, Ayurveda appears as a
lighthouse in a time when tra-
ditional medicine frequently
struggles with side effects.
Its customized approach,
which acknowledges each
person’s distinct constitu-
tion, is the “why” underly-
ing its widespread appeal.
From physical to mental to
spiritual, Ayurveda address-
es a wide spectrum of health
issues. Anyone looking for a
thorough and organic approach
to wellbeing has the solution.
Ayurvedic treatment benefits people

root globally. The ‘how’ lies in the integration of Ayurveda into daily life -
through dietary choices, mindfulness practices, and herbal remedies.
Ayurveda’s holistic approach addresses the root cause of ailments. The endur-
ing appeal of Ayurveda lies in its adaptability and timeless principles. Modern
practitioners integrate Ayurveda with conventional medicine for comprehen-
sive healthcare. As we unravel the layers of Ayurveda’s journey, it is clear that
this system’s tenacity serves as both a guide for the peaceful coexistence of
modernity and tradition and a monument to India’s old wisdom.

Embracing the ancient knowledge of Ayurveda offers a path to general welfare
in the face of the rapidly evolving modern world. Let us remember the history
and uphold the fundamentals of Ayurveda in order to build a better future.

ANJALI PANDEY
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ANCIENT TO MODERN INDIA
MEDIA GATHA

ing number of Indian-owned newspapers
and maga-
zines.
Electronic
media was
first brought
to India with

ﬁl'Hh UNIVERSAL TRUTH
2023-2024

India's attempt to achieve independence was greatly aided by the
British colonial era when print media first emerged in the nation.
James Augustus Hickey's "Hickey's Bengal Gazette," which was
published in the latter half of the eighteenth century, was the first
Indian newspaper. Since it was written in English, it united the
governing class with the educated class, even though the great
majority of Indians were illiterate. This led to the emergence

India's foray into the television era. Electronic media
was less widespread but made significant advance-
ments throughout time as print media was the main
source of news and entertain-
ment.

impact was seen by India's media business from the economic
shifts that led to the country's privatisation in the 1990s. Peo-
ple's options for what they could read, watch, and listen to at
the time expanded with the arrival of multiple private television
channels, newspapers, and publications. The late 1990s saw the
emergence of digital media, which altered the media landscape,
having an effect on all media platforms and accelerating Internet

of the vernacular press in the 1800s. A well liked programme  the founda- growth. The internet changed when search engines were created
whose main objective is to increase public literacy and under-  tion of All and email usage rose. Online blogs and forums gained popular-
standing by supplying information in the native tongue. In 1818,  India Ra- Bl Worlg £ ity in the mid-2000s, and social networking services like Orkut
Raja Ram Mohan Roy established "Samachar Darpan," the first ~ dio (AIR) in : became more prevalent. In part due to the country's widespread
vernacular newspaper in India, in Bengali. 1936, and it smartphone use, easier internet access, and more affordable data

was crucial to
the country's
independence
fight. The elec-
tronic medium was still
developing  and
expanding

Publications that gave national leaders a platform to express
their opinions and encourage others to support independence,
such as "The Hindu," "The Statesman," "Amrita Bazar Patrika,"
and "Kesari," among others, had a significant impact on the lib-
eration fight. Concerned by this, the British government enact-
ed several rules and regulations to control the media, primarily
to stop publications from endorsing the cause of independence.

plans, India saw a sharp increase in digital media consumption
in the 2010s.

Digital media has a significant impact on many facets of our
lives in the current world and permeates it. Due to the wide-
spread use of smartphone applications such as Flipkart and
Amazon, phones are gradually becoming into virtual markets.
Furthermore, consumers can now have immersive experiences

Television's
growth  during

Nevertheless, the media remained unwavering in its support for ~ when Delhi the 1970s was  thanks to the growing usage of augmented reality (AR) and vir-
Indian independence. Television steady, largely due to  tual reality (VR) technology.
The media found it difficult to cover the devastation caused by the ~ Station was the introduction of new programming and the

DIVESH CHAVAN
HEAD OF REPORTING (ENGLISH SECTION)

established in the
1950s, and Doordar-
shan's 1959 debut marked

divide after independence, but fortunately, they were given more
freedom to voice their ideas. The market witnessed a discernible
decrease in the sway of British-owned periodicals as an increas-

creation of regional transmission centres. The debut of
colour television was a significant historical turning point which
increased the country's television ownership rate. A significant
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COINAGE CULTURAL ANTIQUITY

India’s Economic Odyssey” journeys through the transformative epochs of Indian currency,

From prehistoric times to the present, the history of Indian currency is an exciting story
of growth, trade, and culture. Examining the ancient coins that bear witness to the dawn
of civilization will reveal the roots of our coinage. From the finely engraved Gupta
coins to the punch-marked Mauryan Empire coins, each piece of currency tells a story
about its era and reflects the rich cultural diversity and prosperous economy of ancient

India’s economic history was predicated on the barter system before the Mauryan peri-
od (322-185 BCE) saw the introduction of coinage featuring images like the elephant
and peepal leaf. Islamic kings affected the design of coins with Arabic inscriptions
mixed with traditional themes, and the Gupta Dynasty introduced gold coins, including
the Gunta dinar. which stood for prosperitv in trade. While British colonial rule brought

standardisation to money, Mughal Empire coins featured intricate lettering and blended
aspects of Persian and Indian design. India adopted the decimal system following its
independence, which led to the creation of the modern rupee, whose designs reflected
a wide range of cultural influences. The growth of India’s monetary system is exem-
plified by the range of materials used, from traditional metals to modern alloys, and by

India. These days, Indian government-approved coins are those that feature official

seals. It’s interesting to note that although ancient coins were composed of copper,

silver, and gold, current coins are made of cupro-nickel.

Early specimens of ancient Indian money have intricate designs and cultural impor-
tance, and the history is lengthy and varied. Valuable specimens from several regions
were generated, showcasing the diversity of prehistoric Indian currency. During the
height of their power, kingdoms like the Mauryas, Guptas, and Mughals showcased

their artistic abilities with their wealth through their coins.

Throughout the Middle Ages, many nations struck coins, and each one conveyed a
unique narrative that was influenced by trade routes. Colonial rule introduced new
monetary systems and had a lasting impact on the Indian currency, causing significant
changes as well. Following independence, Indian coins underwent substantial modi-
fications due to the union of princely states, the adoption of the decimal system, and
advancements in minting technology.

technological advancements like digital currencies and bi-metallic coins, which also
enrich the country’s rich number legacy.
As we move through time, make the connections between each historical period to
comprehend the mutually beneficial relationship between history and the development
of currency. Indian coins have a deeper meaning than simple currency transactions;
they serve as a window into the nation’s soul.
To sum up, the history of Indian currency is more than simply a numismatic journey—it
is a testament to the country’s perseverance, adaptability, and cultural richness. The
coins encapsulate Bharatgatha, narrating the history of a nation from antiquity to the
present, with a blend of ancient symbols and modern designs.

ANJALI PANDEY
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Ancient Nagar to
Urban City

One of the oldest and most ad-
vanced ancient civilizations, the
Indus Valley Civilization flour-
ished in what is now northwest
India and Pakistan between 3300
and 1300 BCE. This remarkable
civilization is characterised by
well-planned cities, innovative
architecture, and a complex social
and economic framework.
Mohenjo-daro and Harappa, the
two main settlements of the In-
dus Valley Civilization, were
notable for their impressive brick
architecture, intricate drainage
systems, and grid-like street
plans that showcased an unpar-
alleled degree of urban planning.
The discovery of artifacts and
seals depicting various aspects
of everyday life makes it evident
that the inhabitants of the Indus
Valley engaged in trade, agricul-
ture, and handicrafts.

Despite its grandeur, the Indus
Valley Civilization collapsed in-
explicably around 1300 BCE.

As the Indus Valley Civilization
ended, the region witnessed a
shift in lifestyle toward one that
was more rural and scattered.
Smaller towns eventually took
the place of the once-thriving city.
The Vedic period began with
the arrival of Indo-Aryans and
the composition of the Vedas in
1500 BCE. It was during this pe-
riod that the early Vedic culture,

B

characterised by pastoral com-
munities and an emphasis on oral
traditions, developed, opening the
door for the creation of Mahajan-
apadas, or kingdoms.

India saw a revival of urbanisa-
tion around 600 BCE as a result
of the expansion of the Mahajan-
apadas. The political structure of
ancient India was shaped by these
sizable republics or kingdoms.
Power centres began to appear in
cities like Magadha and Kosala,
signalling a move toward official
political institutions.

As urbanisation grew over time,
strong empires like the Mauryan
and Gupta Empires rose to promi-
nence. Cities like Pataliputra grew
and became prosperous centres of
government, business, and cul-
ture. The urban fabric of ancient
India continued to take on new
shapes and identities under the
subsequent kingdoms.

The Indus Valley Civilization in
ancient India gave way to later
phases of urbanisation, demon-
strating the adaptability and re-
silience of the people living there.
The arrival of the Mahajanapadas,
created the varied socio-political
environment that shaped India’s
history.

ISHA SAWANT
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CHAFRITABLE TRUST

Indian theatre is a combina-
tion of acting, dancing and
music which is expressed in
storytelling art form and its
origins can be traced back
to religious ceremonies and
Bharat Muni’s Natyashas-
tra, which was composed
under Lord Brahma’s
instruction between 500
and 700 years ago. Bhara-
ta’s Natyashastra, a well-
known Sanskrit text with
more than 6,000 sutras, is
commonly regarded as the
fifth Veda and divided into
36 sections, which can oc-
casionally be further divid-
ed into 37 or 38 chapters.
This resource, which is
lightly translated, is rough-
ly as comprehensive as a
dramatic arts textbook or
a compendium of theatre.
There is a claim that the
Natyashastra answers que-
ries munis (sages) had con-
cerning the Natya Veda.
It begins with Bharata an-
swering questions from his
students and delving into
the tale of its beginnings
in Brahma to unveil the
origins of theatre, replete
with symbolism, dialogue,

NATYASHASTRA

Remembering the era when Sanskrit culture was favoured above English drama as a
form of amusement.

and anecdotes.Bharata uses
lengthy dialogues with mu-
nis to explain the nature,
purpose, and value of natya
as a Veda. Studies on the
history of ancient Indian
drama reveal that Indi-
an theatre, or “Natya,” is
one of the most well-liked
forms of entertainment in
any country. Indian plays
and theatre have a strong
religious component. The
performing arts have great-
ly benefited from the ep-
ics of Ramayana and Ma-
habharata, two ancient
Indian stories. Accord-
ing to Bharata Muni’s
Natyashastra, theatre
arts  were featured
during festivals and
public events during the
Mauryan Dynasty. When
philosophy and religion
had a significant influence
on both society and art, the
Natyashastra ~ composed
of Buddhism, Islam, and
Hinduism were among the
many religious traditions
practiced in India. The art
of that era demonstrated
the extraordinary creativ-
ity of its people. Spiritual

themes played a vital role
in aesthetics, supernatural
ideas influenced theatre,
dance, music, and other
forms of artistic expres-
sion. The creation and de-
mise of the universe were
symbolized by
Nataraj, the
danc-

Shi-
va. In
Indian aesthetics,
especially  in
Sanskrit drama,
stories about
Shiva and Kr-

ishna sparked people’s im-
aginations and gave rise to
plays, dances, and songs.
Indian theatre flourished
in the fourteenth century
in a multitude of forms, in-

cluding Sanskrit drama
] and other regional
forms.

San-
drama
was es-
tablished
by play-
wrights

such as Bhasa, Kalidasa,
and others, and is similar
to foreign theatrical tra-
ditions. Proscenium thea-
tre, or parsi theatre as it is
currently called, evolved
with a fusion of melodra-
ma, comedy, romance, and
social commentary; it was
primarily directed towards
metropolitan audiences. In-
dian theatre focused on the
audience’s  experience
by combining the con-
cepts of “rasa” (feel-
ing) and “bhava”
(mood) to evoke
specific emotions.

The cultural tap-
= estry of the sub-
continent was en-
hanced by the folk
and regional styles
of ancient Indian
theater, which co-
existed with classical
Sanskrit drama Yaksha-
gana, Koodiyattam, Jatra,
Ramlila, Bhakti Movement
Influence, Puppetry. Wil-
liam Shakespeare had a big
impact on Indian theatre
during the colonial era, as
seen by the plays “Hamlet”
and “Othello,” which were
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adapted and blended West-
ern and Indian themes.
Shakespeare’s writings are
now more readable and
admired thanks to Indian
translations. Natyashastra
emphasized the mysticism
and ceremonial perfor-
mances of India’s religious
and cultural history, in
contrast to European con-
ventions. In conclusion,
India’s great cultural herit-
age is demonstrated by the
fact that Natyashastra ex-
isted before Shakespeare.
Shakespeare’s works were
not the only ones that im-
pacted the performing
arts and examined human
emotions; it also demon-
strated the range of artistic
expressions that have been
present throughout histo-
ry. The writings’ notoriety
and accessibility were en-
hanced by their translations
into Indian.
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§%ea REMEMBERING GEMS
All Time ‘MAA'’ of Big Screen

Fondly recalling Sulochana Latkar- A Legacy in Film and
An Theatre

Iconic

Architect Renowned Indian actress Sulochana Latkar, popularly called Rangu Diwan,

fIndia’ passed away on June 4, 2023, at Shushrusha Hospital in Dadar, Mumbai, from respiratory failure. Legacy of
o1 inailas A prominent figure who was well recognised for her roles in Hindi and Marathi films.
G P s s Maharashtra

reen Born on July 30, 1928, she started her career in movies in 1946 and made a lasting impression with her roles Manohar Joshi, an Indian
Revolution in more than 300 Hindi movies and about 50 Marathi movies. P.olitic.iap who served as the

From 1946 to 1961, Sulochana became well-known in Marathi cinema as a lead actress, enthralling viewers Chief Minister of Maharashtra

from 1995 to 1999 and
Speaker of Lok Sabha from 2002 to
2004 passed away on February 2023 due
to cardiac arrest at the age of 86.

with her parts in films such as “Sasurvas,” “Vahinichya Bangdya,” and “Sangte Aika.” She frequently acted
opposite performers like Ashok Kumar, Trilok Kapoor, and Nazir Hussain. After making the switch to

M. S Swaminathan, a pioneer in the field Lo . . . . .
P Hindi cinema, she gained popularity for her maternal roles, co-starring on screen alongside Rajesh

of agriculture, popularly known as “The

Father of Green Revolution” passed away on Khanna, Dev Anand, and Sunil Dutt.
28th September, 2023. Sulochana played endearing motherly roles in a number of movies over her career, Born on December 2,1937, in the coasal
including “Heera,” “Jhoola,” “Jab Pyar Kisise Hota Hai,” and many more. Konkan region of Maharashtra, Mr. Joshi

Born on August 7, 1925, in Kumbakonam, Tamil

ol [:6y cheeitlon e eamliztat e towal e She forged long-lasting frien.dships.with performers like Rz.lj esh Khanna and obtained his.B.achelors degree ig civil engipeering

school and later at the Catholic Little Flower High Dev Anand by deftly playing their mothers or close relatives on screen. from the prestigious VITI college in Mumbai.

School in Kumbakonam, . After he witnessed the Sulochana was honoured with multiple awards for her outstanding work, Mr. J.O?hl began h}s po.htlcal career by being elected as

Bengal famine of 1943, in which about 3 million people including the coveted Padma Shri (1999), the Filmfare Liftime a Municipal Councillor in Bombay

starved to death , he decided to pursue agriculture with a Achi Municipal Corporation from ShivSena. He was elected
chievement Award (2004), and the Maharashtra Bhushan

motive to provide enough food to the Indian citizens . . . .
He graduated with a first-class degree in Zoology from Award (2009). Both the film community and viewers admired

Maharaja ‘s College, Trivandrum in 1944 . her for her skill and commitment.

to Maharashtra Legislative Council where he served three
terms until 1989. Mr. Joshi’s tenure as Chief Minister was
marked by indelible
contributions towards the state development including
infrastructure projects, urban planning initiatives and
implementing social welfare programs. He was known for his
powerful leadership, unwavering commitment to the
people and his determination towards improving overall
standard of living of the Maharashtrian citizens
The impact he created on the political landscape of
the state will be remembered for generations to
come.
Beyond his political career Mr. Joshi is admired
for his integrity, resilience and strong passion
towards serving the community. His legacy
will endure through policies he championed
and positive impact he made on lives of the
people.

Hailing from an agricultural family, Swaminathan is renowned
for his significant contributions to Indian agriculture, particularly
in sustainable farming practices and food security. He is known
as the “Father of the Green Revolution in India,” introducing
high-yielding varieties of wheat and rice, transforming India
from a food-deficient nation to a self-sufficient one.
Swaminathan received numerous awards for his work,

such as the Padma Vibhushan, the World Food Prize,
and the Albert Einstein World Award of Science.

As we mourn the loss of a visionary, let us
remember M.S. Swaminathan for his
indomitable spirit, tireless dedication, and
lasting contributions to humanity. His lega-
cy will continue to inspire future
generations working towards a world
where hunger is eradicated, and
agriculture is a force for positive change.

Ameen Sayani:
A Broadcasting
Icon’s Enduring
Legacy

Ameen Sayani, the beloved former announcer whose
golden voice enthralled audiences of all ages, died on
February 20, 2024, at the age of 91 due to a heart attack.
He became the adoration of millions of people in India be-
cause of his well-known Binaca Geetmala broadcast on Radio
Ceylon.

Swarayogini’s
Bhairavi

Respected vocalist Prabha Atre, a pioneer
in the field of Hindustani Classical music,
departed on January 13, 2023, leaving a
legacy of musical artistry that no one can carry
on.

Her aim was to follow in the footsteps of her parents,

who were both academically accomplished individuals.

She obtained a Bachelor of Science from Fergusson College
and a second degree from a law school, respectively, upon
completing her schooling. However, her passion, though,
drew her to music, where she is now

respectfully known as “Swarayoginee.”

In 1969, she made her stage debut. Atre consistently
demonstrated inventiveness and creative effort in the
way she approached, designed, and presented the
musical content throughout her career. Whether
she sang a “bhajan,” a “tarana,” a “thumri,” a
“dadra,” a “ghazal,” or a “khyaal,” her genu-
ine devotion to her craft and awareness of
the times came through in both her singing
and her thoughts. In addition, she wrote
several original ragas, including
Madhurkans, Patdeep, Tilang,
Bhairav, Bhimkali, and Ravi
Bhairav.

He was born on 21st December, 1932 and his path towards
becoming a broadcaster was accidential. His catchphrase,
“Beheno aur bhaiyon,” came to epitomise his alluring
demeanour. With his calming and charming voice, it was
possible to bridge linguistic gaps and unite listeners.
With over 54,000 radio episodes and 19,000 jingles
since 1951, his influence on Indian broadcasting was
unparalleled. His accolades—which include the
prestigious Padma Shri award—attest to his
significant impact on the development of
commercial broadcasting in India. Sayani not
only proved his abilities on radio but also
on television, doing voice acting for major
brands like Jai and Hamam while work-
ing at Tata Oil Mills Ltd. His diverse
skills as a stage presenter and “Mas-
ter of Ceremonies,” or “emcee,” at
numerous events have captivated
audiences worldwide.Even though
Ameen Sayani’s is no more, his
legacy as a trailblazer in Indian
television continues. His voice
will continue to captivate lis-
teners for years to come in
countless radio programs
and priceless memories.
The broadcasting
community will
always treasure
him, and he will
always have a
particular place
in viewers
hearts.

Remembering Indian
Classical Dancer Kanak Rele
Passes Away

Kanak Rele, a legendary figure in the field of Indian classical dance,
left an indelible mark upon her passing on February 22, 2023, in Mumbai.
Born on June 11, 1937, She was naturally drawn to dancing at a very young age.

Her journey began with Kathakali at the age of seven with Guru “Panchali”
Karunakara Panicker, and it later extended to Mohiniyattam under Kalamandalam
Rajalakshmi. Her revolutionary contribution gave rise to the establishment of Kanaka Rele School

of Mohiniyattam, which restored and expanded this art form by focusing on the body
movements in dance. She rose to fame as a dancer, choreographer, and scholar, significantly influencing
Mohiniyattam’s terrain.

She has received the highest
civilian honours, the Padma
Bhushan, Padma Shri, and
Padma Vibhushan.
Although her passing
has left an unfillable
vacuum in classical
music, her memo-
ry will continue

to live on in
the works of
innumerable
others.

She was a key figure in the development of dance education, having founded the Nalanda Dance Research
Centre and Nalanda Nritya Kala Mahavidyalaya in Mumbai. Rele is noted for contemporisation of mythological tales
in her performances. Her choreographies like “Kubja,” “Kalyani,” and
“Silappadikaram” contemporized mythological tales, showcasing strong female characters in them, which is a mark
departure from the traditional Mohiniyattam theme of the nayika pinning for love.

Collaborating with poet Kavalam Narayana Panicker, she explored Sopana Sangeetham, creating choreographies addressing the socie-
tal issues. Rele was conferred the Gaurav Puraskar by the Government of Gujarat in 1989 and the Padma Shri in 1990. She was honoured
with the Kala Vipanchee by Vipanchee, a pioneering institution for Indian Music and Dance in 2005. In 2006, the Government of Madhya
Pradesh conferred the Kalidas Samman for her contributions to excel in the field of classical dance.

Although the loss of Kanak Rele is felt, her influence on Indian classical dance and her mentoring of students ensure that
her legacy endures.

- Team B TA
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EDITORIAL INSIGHTS

WOMEN THROUGH
ERAS

To conclude the discussion on the “Bharatgatha,” we need to
highlight the important responsibilities that women have played
throughout history. My goal is to highlight the remarkable brav-
ery, nobility, and heroic accomplishments of women achieve-
ments that are occasionally overlooked and

underappreciated rather than merely overcoming gender stereo-
types. To understand how well

women are doing today in a variety of fields, we must examine
how women were portrayed and

impacted historically.

The patchwork of Vedic texts and literature unveils the influ-
ential role

women held in ancient society. Even during the Harappan civili-
zation, women occupied

prestigious positions. Yet,

conflicting narratives within other texts

reflected mixed perspectives on women'’s roles and status, con-
tingent upon various beliefs and interpretations.

During the Rigvedic

period, a manifestation equality prevailed, as husbands and
wives stood as equals, participating together in religious cer-
emonies and political affairs. The swayamvara tradition em-
powered women to select their partners, while child marriage
remained rare, and widow remarriage found

societal acceptance. However, with the passage of time, particu-
larly in the later Vedic era, the emergence of patriarchal norms
eroded women’s significance in politics and education. Child
marriages became prevalent, and prohibitions on widow
remarriage and religious participation ensued.

The medieval era showered new challenges with the incur-
sion of Mughal aggressors, escalating assaults on women and
necessitating their protection. Consequently, customs like Pur-
dah (veiling) emerged, predominantly practiced by high-caste
women. Sati, borne out of societal stigma and widow illiteracy,
became distressingly common. Child marriages, often resulting
in disparate unions,

Despite these adversities, the advent of Western ideals sparked
the awareness of women’s rights. Collaborative efforts by the
British government and Indian reformers such as Ishwar Chan-
der Vidyasagar and Raja Ram Mohan Roy catalyzed the entire
progress, fostering the establishment of special schools and so-
cial initiatives to overall elevate the status of women.

In the modern era, women have risen to unprecedented heights,
breaking barriers, and reshaping societal norms. With

access to education,

opportunities, and

platforms previously

denied to them,

women have become leaders in every sphere of life. From poli-
tics to science, business to the arts, their contributions have been
transformative. Empowered by movements for gender equality,
women today stand as pioneers,

advocates, and

innovators, driving progress and inspiring future generations.
Their resilience, determination, and unwavering spirit continue
to redefine what it means to be a woman in the 21st century,
sparking change and championing a more inclusive and
equitable world for all.

In conclusion, ‘Bharatgatha’ serves as a testament to the resil-
ience and fortitude of women across the annals of history. By
acknowledging their indelible imprint on society, we pave the
path for a more inclusive and equitable future, where the contri-
butions of women are celebrated and revered.

ANAMIKA SHARMA,
EDITOR

(Image Source : Internet)
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NAVIGATING TRADITIONAL
NORMS IN GENERATIONAL SHIFTS

As I make my way through my twenties, I am conscious of the
stark contrasts between my lifestyle and that of my mother’s
generation. What is the main reason behind this modification?
Thinking back on this past, I can’t help but feel nostalgic for
my mother’s earlier years and the simpler times she had. In the
past, a relationship meant more to one another than likes and
followers loving family memories and shared dinnertime laughs.
Globalization is relentlessly changing our lives in ways we never
could have imagined. These shifts have had a significant impact
on modern society and are typified by the continuous buzz of
networking, advancement of cutting-edge technology, and the
subtle yet significant shifts in cultural standards.

Today’s young adults are constantly stimulated and surrounded
by information, yet they still yearn for deep human ties. We are
paradoxically more alone in our hyperconnected society than we
have ever been, despite our increased connectivity.

Families thrived in the loving embrace of close-knit, intergen-
erational homes during the height of traditions, when sharing
was a daily habit and loneliness was still unheard of. But as
time has passed, our family’s landscapes have seen substantial
change. The reality of today presents nuclear families replaced
the once-common extended family as the most common type of
family structure. In actuality, as people become more and more
drawn to isolation and alienate themselves from their loved ones,
the once-unbroken unity of family relationships is now tainted
by rifts and fractures.

Children reared in smaller, nuclear families sometimes find
themselves alone and aimless in a foreign place, struggling to
find their place. They are often blamed for being “introverts,”

even though their desire for isolation is mostly caused by them.
These kids are left alone in the peaceful hallways of their isola-
tion as their parents become entangled in the never-ending de-
mands of their professional lives, leaving them to deal with the
complexity of life on their own.

In the middle of all this rapid development, a sobering fact
becomes apparent: Generation Z, our future leaders, are inter-
woven in the global communication network. Despite all of its
benefits, being connected has a price: our intimate bonds with
our loved ones are breaking down. We run the risk of losing
touch with the warmth of real human connection, and the shared
narratives that give our relationships life, in our never-ending
search of virtual affirmation.

In a world when time appears to be passing by more quickly than
ever, it’s critical to pause and reflect on the values that guide us,
the traditions that unite us, and the stories that shape who we
are. These priceless periods of introspection give us solace, for-
titude, and a strong feeling of community. Our shared humanity
is based on the intangible treasures of our cultural history, which
also serve as a catalyst for their preservation.

INDRAYANI LELE,
EDITOR - IN - CHIEF

(Image Source : Internet)

prevailed, alongside the pervasive dowry system.

Meghna Gulzar’s “Sam Bahadur’
which explored Field Marshal Sam
Manekshaw’s life using cinematic
techniques, was much anticipated
as they have a strong body of work.
The film establishes its audacious
aim of immortalising the well-
known person who sustained nine
gunshot wounds during World War
II against the backdrop of India’s
military history.

Vicky Kaushal’s reputation for
capturing individuals with a
purpose gives the movie a good
start. But as the narrative pro-
gresses, the movie faces identi-
ty crises. There are none of the
pivotal, memorable events that
one expects from a biography
in this story. The film fails to ar-
ticulate its main goal, even with
director Meghna Gulzar and
writer Bhavani lyer’s attempts
at humour and it struggle to
keep a consistent storyline.

The film takes a direct ap-
proach instead of concentrat-
ing on the story, yet by em-
phasising the protagonist’s
outstanding accomplishments
only, it might mask the nuanced

aspects of his personality. Interest-
ingly, Yahya Khan, Manekshaw’s
counterpart in Pakistan, receives
less focus in his portrayal, though
not without dubious old makeup
and prosthetics.

Vicky Kaushal does a fantastic job
as the primary character’s advo-
cate in the movie. Kaushal’s acting
skills skillfully captured the famed

The Review Hub

soldier’s walk, vocal subtleties,
charisma, and wit. Kaushal keeps
the part under control, prevent-
ing it from turning into a joke and
giving the characters a constant
sense of safety and hope. Sanya
Malhotra portrays Sam'’s wife Sil-
loo Bode with an emotional depth
that counterbalances Kaushal’s
uncontrolled energy. However, the
reason for the unbalanced charac-
ter dynamics in the movie is Fati-
ma Sana Shaikh’s subpar portrayal
of Indira Gandhi.

The movie’s musical score has re-
ceived criticism for being too loud,
irritating, and forgettable. The
crowd did not respond well to the
war anthem “Badhte Chalo” which
is unexpected given Shankar Eh-
saan Loy’s renowned musical abil-
ity and their fruitful prior partner-
ship. Despite this, the movie does
a great job of presenting historical
material, giving the narrative a
documentary-like feel.

( Image Source : Internet)

Paul

siritual explorers of the twentieth centu
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Legendary spiritualist Paul Brun-
ton explores the depths of Indian
wisdom and mysticism in his sem-
inal work “A Search in Secret India.”
The British philosopher and mystic
Brunton embarked on an amazing
journey throughout the subconti-
nent to try and unravel the greatest
secrets of spirituality and existence.

Through his engrossing biogra-
phy, Brunton introduces us to a

Brunton

broad range of yogis, mystics,
and sages who hold the keys to
ancient wisdom, taking us on a
tour of the complex pathways
of Indian spirituality. With an
unquenchable thirst for knowl-
edge, he explores the depths of
Indian mysticism, pushing the
boundaries of conventional un-
derstanding.

By means of his travels and
experiences, Brunton not only
clarifies the profound methods
of India but also transfers sig-
nificant insights into the inter-
connectedness of all things. His
story is instructive and stimu-
lating, encouraging readers to
set out on their own inward
journey of self-discovery and truth.
Brunton'’s ability to deftly combine
elements of a travelogue with in-
depth spiritual research is what
makes “A Search in Secret India”
so special. Every page of the book
is an amazing and surprising read
as Brunton visits sacred places and
interacts with paranormal crea-
tures.

Additionally, readers are drawn
into the complex web of Indian
mysticism by Brunton’s emotive
writing style, which captivates
them with its vivid descriptions.
His sharp observation and precise
attention to detail transport us to
the quiet ashrams of Rishikesh, the
bustling alleys of Varanasi, and the
isolated caves of the Himalayas.

“A Search in Secret India” is not
only a book; it's an encounter
that transforms people’s lives and
breaks preconceptions. It is proof
of the eternal wisdom and nev-
er-ending quest for truth that are
the cornerstones of Indian spiri-
tuality. Brunton’s legacy inspires
seekers and aspirants to a higher
level of consciousness by bringing
East and West together and illumi-
nating the path to enlightenment.

How did the 3Rs investment you
made in 2500 work out? Shall I
refer to it as a lottery, magic, mira-
cle, or something else? In the share
market, however, such miracles
happen. The share market is a ven-
ue for the trading of shares of list-
ed stock companies. Making wise
investments, however, requires a
thorough analysis of the company’s
operations. A good understanding
of a company’s finances and foun-
dations should be possessed by
one person.

The above example of 3Rs in-
vestment was taken from Titan
company. When Titan Company
shares were only about 3Rs in
2002, Rakesh Jhunjhunwala, one of
India’s most renowned long-term
investors, invested a total of eight
crores. Today, shares are worth

“THE ART OF INVESTING IN STOCK MARKET”

UNDERSTANDING THE CONCEPT OF STOCK REQUIRES A COMPREHENSION OF ITS UNDERLYING MEDIUM;
IT CANNOT BE SIMPLY LEARNED.

over Rs 2500. He demonstrated the
value of hard work. It was one of
his best stock market investments,
and he made excellent profits from
Titan Company.

There is a stock market in every
country, no matter how big or
small. For instance, the United
States has its stock market named
Nasdaq, while Japan and the Unit-
ed Kingdom have their share mar-
kets called Tokyo Stock Exchange
and LSE, respectively. At a capi-
talization of $4 trillion, the Indian
stock market is ranked sixth glob-
ally. Globally, there are numerous
prominent investors, including
American investors Warren Buffet
and Charlie Miller, Japanese inves-
tor Yasuhiro Fukushima, Indian in-
vestors Rakesh Jhunjhunwala and
Vijay Kedia, and many more. The

person who demonstrated to the
world the potential of investing.

According to renowned American
investor Warren Buffet, the stock
market is where impatient peo-
ple move their money to patient
ones. He stated, “Be fearful when

others are greedy, and be greedy
when others are fearful.” Moreover,
it seems that this proverb fits the
COVID-19 period truly well. Retail
investors—or perhaps more prop-
erly, the majority of investors—
sold enormous numbers of shares

during Covid
which drove in-
vestors to sell,
as a result of the
lockdown  and
the temporary
closure of en-
terprises  that
followed. On
the other hand,
a wise investor
bought  shares
while the mar-
ket was down.
Perhaps you're
wondering, “Why?” I'll give you
an illustration. TCS’s share price
was trading at roughly 3300 be-
fore COVID-19. But after COVID-19
was revealed and everyone started
selling in a panic, TCS’s stock price
shot up to roughly 1800.

And when everything returned to
normal, investors had an excellent
opportunity to purchase quality
shares at a discounted price. TCS’s
share price reached $3300 and
even reached $3500 after that.
Thus, all investors who purchased
shares during the COVID-19 peri-
od for a price between 1800 and
2000 saw large profits. Thus, the
following Warren Buffett quote:
“Be greedy when others are fearful,
and fearful when others are greedy.”
Conditions such as COVID-19 are
ideal for it.

BHAVESH PATEL
TYBAMMC
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Photography Competition: LIGHTS IN! Poetry Competition: Drawing Competition: CHITRA RANG

Winner: Sahil Sangilkar Runner-up: Anushree Joshi KAVITAON Kl NAGRI Winner: Manasi Murudkar Runner-up: Swasthika Natekar
Winner: Ankita Aacharya
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Comp

etition: ON THE CONTRARY...

Winner: Kanishk Upadhyay Runner-up: Arya Shinde
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VOLUNTEERS
REPORTING REPORTING PROOF READING PHOTOGRAPHY PR/SPONSORSHIP/ PR/SPONSORSHIP/ LAYOUT DOCUMENTATION
ENGLISH MARATHI ENGLISH MADHURA SALVI CIRCULATION CIRCULATION JEET MAVANI PRAGATI SALUNKE
MRUNALI ERANDE SANSKRUTI SHELAR ADITI JOSHI RAHUL CHAVAN JANHAVI KOCHALE DEVESH ACHAREKAR NIKITA SAIL
RASIKA CHAVAN SUMIT GAIKWAD GEETANJALI | NITEE JADHAV AARYA NAKHYE HARSHADA VIRKAR SANSKRUTI GAIKAR
ISHA SAWANT PAYAL SAGALE PROOF READING HARSHADA PATIL BHUMIKA HANJANKAR
BHUMIKA SAWANT ABHISHEK WAGHMARE MARATHI SIDDESH GAIKWAD HARSH GHAG
SHAMIKA JADHAV ASHVITA KHURPE SHREYA PANDAV JANHAVI YERUNKAR
PAYAL MAHAJAN JANVI VAIRALKAR VEDANT MAHAPADI SAEE DANDEKAR
ANJALI PANDEY HARSHADA MAJREKAR MAITHILI MAYEKAR
VIDHI BHANUSHALI TANVI SANKALP DIVYAKSHEE MHATRE
SULBHA MANE SHAGOON YADAV
SHRUTI SINGH VIMLESH RANJANE
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Center - Indrayani Lele (Editor-In-Chief)
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Second Row - Diksha Gandhi (Chief Reporter- Marathi) Divesh Chavan (Cheif Reporter-English) Siddhi Gosavi (Assistant Reporter-English)
Third Row - Karan Ambiye (Page Layout Head-English) Vaishnavi Shinde (Page Layout Head-Marathi) Devyani Kadu (Proof Reading Head-Marathi) Vinisha Suresh (Proof Reading Head- English)
Forth Row - Shreyash Shinde (Photography Head-English) Vandana Dhurve (Photography Head, Marathi) Devang Asnikar (Public Relation Head ) Nishant Madhavi and Bhavesh Patel (Circulation Head)
Last Row - Rohit Shedge (Documentation Head-Marathi) Saloni Utekar (Documentation Head- English) Sanket Alam (Sponsorship Head)
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